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Preface
Based on 2 Corinthians 7:11, “Biblical Reality”
brings us to the resultant effects of godly sorrow, as
the Lord Jesus works in us, to will and do of His
good pleasure! It concludes with the impact of the
Holy Spirit’s activity through the believer as a result
of an “About Turn” in preparation to become “A
Willing Watchman.”
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Chapter One

The Vitality of the Gospel

When the Apostle Paul crystalized his gospel ministry, he
went from house to house teaching both Jews and Greeks
“… repentance toward God, and faith toward our Lord
Jesus Christ” Acts 20:21. Repentance without faith leads to
a work of the flesh and is doomed to failure: Faith without
repentance leads to the ‘never-never land’ of make-belief
by substituting biblical knowledge for spiritual reality!
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Praise God, the Siamese twins of ‘faith’ and ‘repentance’
lead to the gospel of grace. Paul continued by testifying:
“… so that I might finish my course with joy, and the
ministry, which I have received of the Lord Jesus, to testify
the gospel of the grace of God” Acts 20:24. Grace is a free,
unmerited gift from God. He is Love. “Repentance is the
tear that flows from the eye of faith turned to Jesus”
(Jamieson Faucett and Brown).
In 2 Corinthians 13:5, we are told to: “Examine
yourselves, whether you be in the faith; prove your own
selves.” This is not a call to introspection but to Divine
inspection! Only then will the Holy Spirit indicate the
biblical results of true repentance.
Paul wrote two letters to the Church at Corinth. In the first,
Paul succinctly pointed out the blockages for a freeflowing work of the Holy Spirit in that city. They
included: Spiritual Immaturity; following favorite
personalities; Sexual Promiscuity; the way moral
pollution had invaded the church of Corinth instead of the
church invading the corrupt atmosphere of the city; the
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lack of Spiritual Leadership in the church which resulted
in the shameful act of the brethren bringing their spiritual
conflicts into public Law courts.
Being aware that his first letter had caused sadness of
heart, in Paul’s second letter he wrote: “For though I
made you sorry with a letter, I do not repent, though I did
repent: for I perceive that the same epistle hath made you
sorry, though it were but for a season. [Paul’s sensitive
heart of love was sorrowful at learning of the sadness
caused to the Corinthian believers] Now I rejoice, not that
you were made sorry, but that you sorrowed to
repentance: for you were made sorry after a godly manner
… For godly sorrow worketh repentance to salvation not
to be repented of: but the sorrow of the world worketh death”
2 Corinthians 7:8-10.

In subsequent months, we will illustrate some of the
results of godly sorrow from 2 Corinthians 7:11: “Yea,
what fear,” “Yea, what clearing of yourselves,” “Yea,
what carefulness it wrought in you” “Yea, behold what
zeal,” “Yea, what vehement desire,” “Yea, what
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indignation “and “Yea, what revenge!” As a result, an
“About Turn” will prepare my heart to become a “Willing
Watchman.”
The theme of “Biblical Reality,” will emphasize that,
before we can expect a spiritual outpouring in our cultures
and countries, we first need a personal heart-felt biblical
repentance. This is, “The Vitality of the Gospel!”
“For sin shall not have dominion over you: for ye are not
under the law, but under grace” Romans 6:14. The late Mrs.
J.I. McClelland clearly explained this truth in her song:
“Lord, I would have Thyself in all Thy beauty.
Take Thou control of all my life just now;
In Thee to live, and move, and have my being,
With full abandon, Lord, to Thee I bow.
Show me the things of which I am unconscious,
Lord, put Thy finger now upon my heart;
Whisper to me, Thou blessed Holy Spirit,
Tell me what grieves Thee, that it may depart.
Thou art my Victor over keen temptation,
Thou art my Shield, to meet the darts of sin;
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Lord Jesus, Thou alone can keep me trusting,
And living out Thy glorious life within.
Chorus:
Thy blood was shed to cleanse from sin, Lord Jesus,
Thy risen life transforms the old to new;
I take my stand upon Thy Word of promise:
Sin shall not have dominion over you!
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Chapter two

“Yea, what fear”

Living faith can never co-exist with a guilty conscience!
However, when a seared conscience is cleansed by
humble confession and repentance, the result will be “that
in all things He might have the preeminence”
1:18.

Colossians

That is, the Lord Jesus is not only present, not only

prominent, but pre-eminent in all things.
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“Yea, what fear” 2 Corinthians 7:11. Before John wrote in His
epistle: “God is love” (1 John 4:8), he first mentioned, “God
is light” 1 John 1:5. Light is both attractive and revealing. In
this world, where all too often evil prevails, nobody wants
a ‘God of Light’ but only a ‘God of Love’!
Speaking of the Lord Jesus in the introductory verses of
Hebrews, we learn: “Who being the brightness of His
glory, [His Father’s glory] and the express image of His
person, and upholding all things by the word of His
power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down
on the right hand of the Majesty on high” Hebrews 1:3.
In the Old Testament, when the High Priest offered his
sacrifice for the people, he never ‘sat down’. This
indicated an incomplete work which had to be repeated
every year. However, when on the Cross the Lord Jesus
dismissed His Spirit, His redemptive work for man’s
salvation was complete as He cried: “It is finished: bowed
his head, and gave up the ghost”

John 19:30.

Now, as our

Great High Priest, the Lord Jesus is ‘seated’ in Heaven.
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There is nothing we can do to add or to subtract from His
victorious, Finished Work!
We also read, “Our God is a consuming fire”
12:29.

Hebrews

Fire consumes that which it cannot purify and

purifies that which it cannot consume! Every born-again
believer will one day stand alone before the Lord at the
‘Judgement Seat of Christ’.
For some believers, because their work was accomplished
by the efforts of the flesh, they will thrust into the hands
of God, the charred embers of a wasted life. “… but he
himself shall be saved; yet so as by fire”

1 Corinthians 3:15.

For others, who have labored according to: “His power
that worketh in me mightily” (Colossians 1:29) their spiritual
fruit will be beautified and glorified before the Lamb of
God forever and ever.
It has been well said: “Personal revival can be likened to
‘the Judgement Seat of Christ’ coming ahead of time!”
Then, the Holy Spirit will judge our wasted moments, idle
words and self-pleasing motives. This can be a humbling
and painful reality of seeing our lives as they really are!
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“Wherefore we receiving a kingdom which cannot be
moved, let us have grace, whereby we may serve God
acceptably with reverence and godly fear” Hebrews 12:28.
Years ago, God was working in a marvelous way at the
Graduation Services of a Canadian Bible Institute. As the
meetings concluded, a gentleman enquired whether I
would be speaking in the vicinity. Because I would be
speaking at a little church in Maine, this brother drove one
hundred miles over rough Maine roads to attend the first
meeting and continued to return each night for the whole
series! The last night, he testified publically.
“You must have thought I had nothing better to do than to
nightly attend these meetings. The truth is, I could not
keep away because they were like ‘light’ and I was like a
moth drawn on a dark night to a light. Similarly, as a moth
goes to its death when too near to the source of light, I can
liken that it is exactly what happened to me last night. In
the awesome presence of a holy God who is ‘Light’, I
repented and died to self!”
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With tears streaming down his face, he continued: “After
returning home last night from the meeting, I called my
family into our attic. They had never seen me cry, but in
front of them, I shed buckets of tears as I told them that
their father—who had taught them never to lie nor steal—
was himself a thief and a liar! Two years ago, the water
in our well ran dry. Knowing a bit about plumbing and
presuming our water would return within a day or two, I
hooked up to the City water supply thinking I would soon
disconnect from the City. Last night, before my family, in
restitution I wrote a check to the City which covered the
cost of our stolen water plus the interest on that amount!”
Years later, when I enquired as to what had happened to
this dear brother, I rejoiced to learn that he resigned from
his job and planted a church which became the largest
Baptist church in his area. Hallelujah! What a Savior!
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Chapter three

“What clearing of yourselves”

Like many of us, King David recognized that something
was seriously wrong in his inner being which needed to
be turned ‘Inside Out’: “Oh Lord, Thou hast searched
me, and known me” Psalm 139:1.
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David, realizing that God was very much aware of all his
conduct, cried: “Thou knowest my downsitting and mine
uprising.” He also realized that God was aware of his
hidden

contemplations:

thoughts afar off”

“Thou

Psalm 139: 2.

understandest

my

Yes, David knew that God

was also aware of his every conversation when he said:
“There is not a word on my tongue, but, lo, Thou knowest
it altogether” Psalm 139:4. Surely the secret of a Spirit-filled
life, is not my ability to ‘speak my mind’, but rather to
‘hold my tongue’!
‘To clear himself’, David asked God to turn him ‘Inside
Out’! “Search me, O God, and know my heart; try me,
and know my thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way
in me [an idol or infection in my life] and lead me in the
way everlasting” Psalm 139:23-24.
Yes! Search me; know me, try me and lead me in the
everlasting way! So the necessary prayer for a personal
radical repentance is: ‘Please God, reveal to me who I
really am’.

- 14 -

Through a pastor friend we heard of ‘John’, who for his
testimony at his baptism service showed a diligent
‘clearing of himself’ as a Counselor in the City School
System. He read a letter that he had sent to the President,
Faculty and the Student Body of an Ivy League University
from which he had graduated:
“Dear Sirs, With this letter I am returning my degree
and renounce all rights and privileges attached thereto.
By returning my degree, I recognize that I will lose my
position in the School System which is dependent upon
my qualifications. My reason for returning my degree
is that, in my Final Honor Examination, I cheated!
Now, having recently received Jesus Christ as my Lord
and Savior, I can no longer earn a living on the basis of
a lie. But in returning this degree, I have total
confidence that my God—who has taken such infinite
pain to take me to heaven—will not leave me without
His provision here on earth.”
Years later when enquiring about John, his pastor joyfully
shared: “Oh! John went into Theological Training and is
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now also a pastor!” Only such reality, conviction, and
transparency can release a believer’s life to be an effectual
witness of the power of the indwelling Christ.
To be purged and cleansed by His precious blood, it is
necessary to experience many fresh ‘infillings’ for the
overflow of the Holy Spirit: “Be not drunk with wine,
wherein is excess; but be filled with the Spirit”
5:18.

Ephesians

In the Greek, it is a continuing provision of God’s

grace and should read; ‘be ye being filled’.
When we are ‘filled’ with the Holy Spirit, a worship
service will be transformed from a ‘musical attraction’ to
a ‘spiritual experience’: “Speaking to yourselves in
psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and
making melody in your heart to the Lord” Ephesians 5:19.
Robert J. Morgan when he was still a student at Columbia
International University, wrote of his meeting with Dr. J.
Edwin Orr who he personally asked: “Dr. Orr, besides
praying for revival, what I can do to help bring it about?”
Without a moment’s pause, he glanced in my direction
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and gave me an answer I have never forgotten: “You can
let it begin with you!”
To the haunting Polynesian melody, “The song of
farewell,” while standing in the Post Office at
Ngaruawahia, a town on the north island of New Zealand,
Dr. Orr scribbled the following words on the back of an
envelope from Psalm 139.
Search me, O God, and know my heart today,
Try me, O Savior, know my thoughts, I pray;
See if there be some wicked way in me;
Cleanse me from every sin, and set me free.
I praise Thee, Lord, for cleansing me from sin;
Fulfill Thy word and make me pure within;
Fill me with fire, where once I burned with shame;
Grant my desire to magnify Thy name.
Lord, take my life, and make it wholly Thine;
Fill my poor heart with Thy great love divine;
Take all my will, my passion, self and pride;
I now surrender, Lord, in me abide.
O Holy Spirit, revival comes from Thee;
Send a revival, start the work in me;
Thy Word declares Thou wilt supply our need;
For blessings now, O Lord, I humbly plead.
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Chapter four

“Yea, what carefulness”

When, in genuine brokenness and confession, I have
repented before the Lord Jesus, the Holy Spirit produces
a new sense of carefulness in my life wrought by His
indwelling power. Only by such ‘carefulness’, through a
living personal fellowship with the Lord God Almighty,
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will I be preserved from returning to my old habits and
lifestyle!
The late Montague Goodman spoke of a very rich lady
seeking to employ a personal chauffeur. In interviewing
two of the applicants, she took them to a field that
bordered a steep cliff of a rocky shoreline. Wishing to
display his driving skills, the first driver drove as close to
the edge as was possible. However, the second driver
displayed his maneuvering skills on the open field and
stayed far from the dangerous cliff drop. Which driver do
you think she choose? Yes! You are right: She choose the
second driver who avoided any danger.
A godly professor in Paris told of a group of missionaries
in language training: “There have been those in the past
who, thinking they would better understand the French
culture, visited the Parisian night life. Sadly for some,
their mission calling was radically changed as their eyes
were distracted and they never reached the place where
the Lord would have them serve.”
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The first Psalm commences with: “Blessed is the man that
walketh not in the counsel of the ungodly.” Curiosity
often entraps a person! Have you ever noticed the
curiosity of little children? They want to open the gate and
find out what is down the road. Then, they want to
discover the town in which they live. Before long, the
school announces a trip to see a foreign country and mom
and dad are expected to pay the money to make it
possible! As the old saying goes, ‘curiosity killed the cat’.
“…nor standeth in the way of sinners” ‘To stand’ speaks
of stubbornness. To linger in the way of sinners, might
involve a wrong-viewing of television or Internet. For
some, it is a trip to ‘Sin City’, which speaks of a
discontented heart!
“…nor sitteth in the seat of the scornful.” ‘To sit’ speaks
of making oneself comfortable and settling down among
all that is obscene and debased!
Jeremiah the prophet, writing of the effects of the debased
society in which he lived, said: “Were they ashamed
when they had committed abomination? nay, they were
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not at all ashamed, neither could they blush.”
Jeremiah 8:12.

How often do we meet a person who blushes at obscene
behavior? Sadly, the only ‘blush’ most of us know is that
which is bought from the cosmetic store!
“What carefulness is wrought in you.” ‘Wrought in you’
is not a ‘self-imposed’ determination to be careful, but is
a ‘self-deposed’ crucifixion which enables the Lord Jesus,
by His Resurrection power, to bring forth His fruit in and
through us.
The Apostle Paul, in experiencing the reality of the
indwelling Christ, testified: “For me to live is Christ” and
“I can do all things through Christ which strengtheneth
me” Philippians 1:21 and 4:13.
In His discourse of the vine and its fruit, the Lord Jesus
emphasized the secret of a ‘fruit bearing’ life: “Abide in
Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself,
except it abide in the vine; no more can ye, except ye abide
in Me” John 15:4.
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Anna L. Waring, in her hymn, emphasized the
implications of such ‘abiding’:
In heav’nly love abiding,
No change my heart shall fear;
And safe is such confiding,
For nothing changes here.
The storm may roar without me,
My heart may low be laid,
But God is round about me,
And can I be dismayed?
Wherever He may guide me,
No want shall turn me back;
My Shepherd is beside me,
And nothing can I lack.
His wisdom ever waketh,
His sight is never dim;
He knows the way He taketh,
And I will walk with Him.
Green pastures are before me,
Which yet I have not seen;
Bright skies will soon be o’er me,
Where darkest clouds have been.
My hope I cannot measure,
My path to life is free;
My Savior has my treasure,
And He will walk with me.
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Chapter five

“Yea, what zeal”

Three persons were intimately acquainted with the
miraculous birth of the Lord Jesus. One person, Elisabeth,
knew of Him in His prenatal development. The other two
persons, Simeon and Anna, met Him when He was
brought to the Temple.
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But first, let us view this astonishing event through the
eyes of the Virgin Mary when the angel Gabriel,
announced: “Behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb,
and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. He
shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest:
… and He shall reign over the house of Jacob forever; and
of His kingdom there shall be no end” Luke 1:31-33.
What do you think would be the normal reaction of a
virgin girl hearing such an astonishing statement? Mary
inquired: “How shall this be, seeing I know not a man?”
Luke 1:34.

To which the angel replied, “The Holy Spirit

shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall
overshadow thee: therefore also that holy thing which
shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God” Luke
1:35. Note the Name: “The Son of God”!

By both faith and

obedience, Mary responded: “Behold the handmaid of the
Lord; be it unto me according to Thy word” Luke 1:38.
“And Mary arose in those days, and went into the hill
country with haste, into the city of Judah”

Luke 1:39.

As

Mary met the God-fearing Elisabeth, who according to
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the promise of God was already six months pregnant even
though she was well past child-bearing age, she was met
with the zeal of Encouragement! “And it came to pass,
that, when Elisabeth heard the salutation of Mary, the
babe leaped in her womb; and Elisabeth was filled with
the Holy Spirit” Luke 1:41.
‘The babe’, John the Baptist, “leaped in the womb” of
Elisabeth as she met Mary who was pregnant with the
Holy ‘Babe’, the Lord Jesus. Later, this same John, the
forerunner of the Lord Jesus, introduced the Messiah as:
“The Lamb of God, that taketh away the sin of the world”
John 1:29.

Simeon, the priest, was a godly man well-versed in Old
Testament scriptures.

It was with the zeal of

Enlightenment that he recognized the Lord Jesus when,
as a distinctive sign of a true Israelite, He was brought to
the Temple on His eighth day for His circumcision.
Looking at the young baby, Simeon may have reflected
upon the words of the Prophet Isaiah: “He is despised and
rejected of men; a man of sorrows, and acquainted with
- 25 -

grief … He was wounded for our transgressions … and
the Lord hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all”
53:3,5,6.

Isaiah

Yes, this beautiful Christmas ‘Babe’ was to

become our Crucified Savior!
But the penetrating pain of Mary’s heart was in the next
words that Simeon uttered: “Yea, a sword shall pierce
through thine own soul also”

Luke 2:35.

The pain to the

parent at the loss of any child often cannot be expressed.
But when one day this mother would see her beloved Son,
prophetically and cruelly nailed on a tree, her own soul
was ‘pierced through with indescribable grief’ as He had
come to pay the price for her sin and ours!
With Anna, our third witness, it was the zeal of
Expectation: “Anna, a prophetess … of a great age and
she was a widow of about fourscore and four years, which
departed not from the temple, but served God with
fastings and prayers night and day”

Luke 2:36-37.

At last,

her aged eyes beheld the long-awaited Messiah, the Lord
Jesus! “And she spake of Him to all them that looked for
redemption in Jerusalem” Luke 2:38. What does the birth of
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the Lord Jesus, mean to you? Are you in awe that the Son
of God would take upon Himself so great a price that we
may be redeemed and indwelt by His Holy Spirit to be
blood-bought believers using every opportunity to share
His resurrection Life with family, friends and strangers?
I would the precious time redeem,
And longer live for this alone;
To spend, and to be spent for them
Who have not yet my Savior known;
Fully on these my mission prove,
And only breathe, to breathe Thy love.
~Charles Wesley.

“Yea, behold what zeal” 2 Corinthians 7:11.
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Chapter six

“Yea, what vehement desire”

Dorothy and I well remember driving over the African
Equator at a time of national drought and famine. Laying
on the parched fields, where the corpses of cows had died
for lack of water and fodder, we saw a desolate owner
standing beside his only cow which lay dead at his feet.
The parched field had been his source of food for his cow!
He was furtively looking up at the fleecy white clouds
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drifting over the blue sky, hoping they would be the herald
of rain-producing clouds. “Yea, what vehement desire!”
We also noticed a forlorn lady with a dying baby in her
arms and famished children clinging to her legs. Having
already distributed all our food and water, we had nothing
to offer but some Kenyan coins to which she disdainfully
rejected by saying: “You can’t eat that!”
The Lord Jesus, knowing that our spiritual needs are far
greater than our physical needs, said: “I am the Bread of
Life!” and “I am the Living Water!”
Still today, for those who hunger and thirst for such
spiritual reality, the Lord Jesus has promised: “Blessed
are they which do hunger and thirst after righteousness
for they shall be filled” Matthew 5:6.
Does my vehement desire for righteousness reflect the
same deep longings for food and water as that experienced
in a desolate land? Only the Lord Jesus can give us lifegiving spiritual Bread and Water!
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In order for the indwelling Christ to be a personal, living
reality in my life, it is necessary for me to be born-again.
In Paul’s epistle to the Romans, one verse in particular is
absolutely vital: “Now if any man hath not the Spirit of
Christ, he is none of His” Romans 8:9.
Interestingly, there is only one mention of the Holy Spirit
in the first seven chapters of Romans. However, in chapter
eight, the Holy Spirit is mentioned 19 times!
As a result of the ministry of the Holy Spirit, in Romans
9:1-3, Paul expressed his vehement desire to make
Christ known: “I say the truth in Christ, I lie not.”
The burden Paul had for the souls of men was personal:
“My conscience also bearing me witness in the Holy
Spirit, that I have great heaviness and continual sorrow
in my heart.”
Paul’s burden for souls was also continual: “For I could
wish that myself were accursed from Christ for my
brethren, my kinsmen according to the flesh.”
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Yes, Paul’s concern for lost souls was always sacrificial.
These ‘kinsmen’ of Paul, were his Jewish brethren who
had dragged him through the streets till his body was
bruised and bleeding, then flung him into a rat-infested
dungeon.
Yet, it was for these very people that Paul broke his heart
desiring that, if it were possible, he himself would be
‘accursed’ from Christ that they might go to heaven. The
work of Christ, the Son of God, was final and complete
when He became ‘accursed’ as He hung on a tree. “Cursed
is everyone that hangeth on a tree” Galatians 3:13.
By the power of the indwelling Holy Spirit, Paul
expressed his vehement desire to reach souls at any cost.
Both as a spiritual ‘obstetrician’ and as a spiritual ‘nursemaid’ he wrote to the Galatian church: “My little children,
of whom I travail in birth again until Christ be formed in
you” Galatians 4:19.
Accordingly, when by His Spirit I also am motivated in
word and deed to be the channel of the Resurrection Life
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of the Lord Jesus, His vehement desire will be reproduced
in me.
Is your life a channel of blessing?
Is the love of God flowing through you?
Are you telling the lost of the Savior?
Are you ready His service to do?
Is your life a channel of blessing?
Are you burdened for those that are lost?
Have you urged upon those who are straying
The Savior Who died on the cross?
Is your life a channel of blessing?
Is it a daily telling for Him?
Have you spoken the Word of salvation
To those who are dying in sin?
We cannot be channels of blessing
If our lives are not free from known sin;
We will barriers be and a hindrance
To those we are trying to win.
Chorus:
Make me a channel of blessing today,
Make me a channel of blessing, I pray;
My life possessing, my service blessing,
Make me a channel of blessing today.
~Harper G. Smith.

- 32 -

(Part 1).

Chapter seven

“Yea, what indignation” (Part 1).

John the Baptist was a rugged fellow. He lived on a diet
of locusts and wild honey. His mode of dress was
unconventional—he clothed himself with a leather girdle.
He was confrontational when addressing the large crowds
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that came to hear him in the wilderness. Even without airconditioned buildings, or large auditoriums, large
numbers flocked to hear him!
With great indignation, as hundreds of people lined up to
be baptized, John the Baptist discerned the superficial
response of the Pharisees and Sadducees in their request
to be included, and said: “Repent ye: for the kingdom of
heaven is at hand” Matthew 3:2.
To such listeners, John discerning their wrong motives,
exposed their hypocritical religious shallowness and
superficiality with scorching vehemence and said: “O
generation of vipers, who hath warned you to flee from
the wrath to come?” Luke 3:7. He even confronted Herod
of his marital infidelity which resulted in his head being
presented on a silver platter to appease the angry wife!
Nevertheless, when the Lord Jesus spoke of John the
Baptist, He said, “Verily I say unto you, Among them that
are born of women there hath not risen a greater than
John the Baptist”

Matthew 11:11.

How could this be? For

centuries, Jewish people presented a blood sacrifice of
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animals to cover their sin. John the Baptist had the
inestimable privilege of introducing the Lord Jesus as:
“The Lamb of God, which taketh away the sin of the
world” John 1:29.
Elsewhere we read: “For if the blood of bulls and of goats,
and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean,
sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: How much more
shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit
offered himself without spot to God, purge your
conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”
Hebrews 9:13-14.

A conscience can be seared, ignored or quenched by a
wrong motive in serving the living God. For, “If we say
we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we
lie, and do not the truth” 1 John 1:6.
However, when in the presence of our most Holy God, we
humbly, transparently, honestly and immediately confess
our sins, we have the assurance that: “The blood of Jesus
Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin” 1 John 1:7.
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At the time of John the Baptist’s ministry, “the precious
blood” of the Lord Jesus had not yet been shed. Neither
had our Lord Jesus presented His blood on the Mercy Seat
by entering into the heavenly tabernacle “not made with
hands”

Hebrews 9:11.

Yes! “And the temple of God was

opened in heaven, and there was seen in His temple the
ark of His testament” Revelation 11:19.
There can be no Temple without the Holy of Holies. There
can be no Holy of Holies without the sprinkling of blood
on the Mercy Seat which was on the top of the Ark of the
Covenant. And, it was only when our Lord Jesus
presented His precious blood on the Mercy Seat that it was
accredited in heaven to remove our sin!
The Holy Spirit bore testimony to this sin-offering for the
cleansing of the human heart, which resulted in the
Pentecostal effusion of the mighty outpouring of the Holy
Spirit on earth. Today, the Holy Spirit is available to fill a
cleansed heart with the indwelling reality of the Lord
Jesus. Through such distinctive believers, the Holy Spirit
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will: “Convict the world of sin, of righteousness and of
judgement to come” John 16:8.
In part two of this article, we will continue with what
appears to be a contradiction of John the Baptist’s
preaching: ‘The kingdom of heaven’ and ‘the wrath to
come’. In the meantime let us personally rejoice in
knowing: “The Lamb of God which taketh away the sins
of the world.”
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Chapter eight

“Yea, what indignation” (Part 2).

In continuing the theme of “My Godly Sorrow,” let us
reflect on what appears to be a contradiction of terms.
John the Baptist preached both of: “The kingdom of
heaven” and “The wrath to come.”

- 38 -

It is all a matter of chronology! First, ‘the wrath of the
Lamb’. Then, ‘the kingdom of heaven’ when the Lord
Jesus will reign a thousand years from Jerusalem as
mentioned four times in Revelation 20:2-7. However,
before that glorious one thousand year reign, we read of
the foreboding seven years when the wrath of the Lamb
will be poured out on a Christ-rejecting world.
“Yea, what indignation.” “And the kings of the earth,
and the great men, and the rich men, and the chief
captains, and the mighty men, and every bondman, and
every free man, hid themselves in the dens and in the rocks
of the mountains.” Revelation 6:15.
This panorama is reflected in the turmoil of present-day
political, military and economic agendas. Soon, Christrejecting people will cry “To the mountains and rocks,
Fall on us, and hide us from the face of Him that sitteth
on the throne, and from the wrath of the Lamb: For the
great day of His wrath is come; and who shall be able to
stand?” Revelation 6:16-17.
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The Bible confirms that the true born-again believer will
not be here at that time: “Much more then, being now
justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath
through Him.”

Romans 5:9.

“For God hath not appointed

us to wrath, but to obtain salvation by our Lord Jesus
Christ.”

1 Thessalonians 5:9.

We are told: “To wait for His Son from heaven, whom He
raised from the dead, even Jesus, which delivered us from
the wrath to come” 1 Thessalonians 1:10.
We know that this day is fast approaching! Yes, for those
of us who personally love the Lord Jesus, we eagerly
await the moment when: “… the Lord Himself shall
descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the
archangel, and with the trump of God: and the dead in
Christ shall rise first: Then we which are alive and remain
shall be caught up together in the clouds, to meet the Lord
in the air: and so shall we ever be with the Lord”
1 Thessalonians 4:16-17.

For those whose loved ones have preceded us to heaven,
we await that glad and glorious reunion: “Behold, I show
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you a mystery; We shall not all sleep, but we shall all be
changed, In a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the
last trump: for the trumpet shall sound, and the dead shall
be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed”
1 Corinthians 15:51-52.

In the meantime, we have both a

promise and an obligation.
The promise: “But when the Comforter is come, whom I
will send unto you from the Father, even the Spirit of truth,
which proceedeth from the Father, He shall testify of Me.”
The obligation: “and ye also shall bear witness, because
ye have been with Me from the beginning” John 15: 26-27.
Believers never more closely merge with the ministry of
the Holy Spirit than when they verbally, lovingly and
constantly witness of the Lover of our souls—our Risen
Lord Jesus Christ!
We know that the ‘Ship of State’ is about to sink, but there
are multitudes around the world who are on the ship
crying out to be saved! So, as we wait for His appearing,
the question comes: ‘Do I settle back to the same old
routine? Certainly not! It is our God-given commission
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that, with biblical indignation, we warn as many lost men
and women as possible that they may also walk in the joy
and reality of new life in Christ.
On a windy European hillside, nearly 40 years ago, the
Lord impressed my wife with the poetic words and music
based on Psalm 43-44.
O send out Thy light and Thy truth,
Let them lead me to Thy Holy Hill,
My God, my exceeding joy, will I praise.
Be Thou the health of my countenance.
Thou art my King, O God!
Command deliverances.
Through Thee, will we push down our enemies;
Through Thy Name, will we tread them under.
I will not trust in my bow,
Nor shall my sword save me,
Thy right arm and hand delivers,
The light of Thy countenance favors.
Chorus:
In God we boast all the day long
And praise Thy Name forever!
~Dorothy B. Bennett
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Chapter nine

“Yea, what revenge”

John the Baptist preached to a crowd of religious
hypocrites. He proclaimed that they were not what they
professed to be. Accordingly, with vehement decisiveness
and authority, he said: “Bring forth therefore fruits meet
for repentance” Matthew 3:8.

- 43 -

On the other hand, the Apostle Paul, in writing his second
letter to the Christians in Corinth, was congratulatory and
not corrective: “I rejoice … that ye sorrowed to
repentance: for ye were made sorry after a godly manner”
2 Corinthians 7:9. Godly repentance had resulted in seven-fold

virtues of which we have already considered six. Now we
come to the last of those mentioned: “Yea, what revenge”
2 Corinthians 7:11.

Superficially, this may appear to be a strange result of
repentance. After all, did not our Lord Jesus say, “love
your enemies, bless them that curse you, and do good to
them that hate you, and pray for them which despitefully
use you, and persecute you” Matthew 5:44.
How then is ‘the grace of revenge’ a result of repentance?
This scenario would be impossible if it were not that:
“The love of God is shed abroad in our heart by the Holy
Spirit which is given unto you” Romans 5:5.
“Dearly beloved, avenge not yourselves, but rather give
place unto wrath: [the wrath of God] for it is written,
Vengeance is Mine; I will repay, saith the Lord” Romans 12:19.
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Revenge is not a question of: “Because he hurt me, I will
get back at him!” But, it is to understand that the Lord
Jesus has already taken care of my problem!
When I was still a child, our small family went for a two
week holiday to a seaside town in England. There, on the
sandy beach, a puppet structure was erected. We young
children would eagerly gather each morning to watch the
curtains open.
Attached to numerous strings, the various puppets
portrayed different characters which were controlled by
the Puppeteer who was hidden out of sight. Cleverly, as
the different strings were pulled, the Puppeteer projected
various voices to create an impression of life to the puppet
characters. We were delighted when ‘the good puppet’
picked up a large stick and beat ‘the bad puppet’ to death!
Today, working behind the world-scene, there is a
Puppeteer whose name is Satan! Surreptitiously, in a bid
to take control through conflict and confusion, he is
pulling strings and projecting his voice through State
Capitals and false religions.
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Insidiously, the ultimate goal of Satan is to procure the
kingdom of heaven and transfer it into the kingdom of
Satan. Satan is a created being: “The day thou wast
created” Ezekiel 28:15. This makes Satan subject to time and
his time is short: “Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye
that dwell in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and
of the sea! for the devil is come down unto you, having
great wrath, because he knoweth that he hath but a short
time” Revelation 12:12.
As the Puppeteer portrayed multiple voices, it is most
important for the believer to discern and follow only the
voice of the Lord Jesus as He speaks to our hearts by His
Holy Spirit: “My sheep hear my voice, and I know them,
and they follow me: And I give unto them eternal life; and
they shall never perish, neither shall any man pluck them
out of my hand” John 10:27-28.
The believer can further rejoice: “Forasmuch then as the
children are partakers of flesh and blood, He also
Himself likewise took part of the same; that through
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death He might destroy him that hath the power of death,
that is, the devil” Hebrews 2:14.
The Lord Jesus partook of flesh and blood to kill death
dead! Now, “we are made partakers of Christ, if we hold
the beginning of our confidence steadfast unto the end”
Hebrews 3:14.

Therefore, as we are partakers of the Lord

Jesus, we link our faith to His faithfulness and engage in
spiritual warfare: “Yea, what revenge!”
Through supplicatory prayer, and by His enabling power,
I can enter into ‘the grace of revenge’: “For we wrestle
not against flesh and blood, but against principalities,
against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this
world, against spiritual wickedness in high places”
Ephesians 6:12.

Revenge is His, therefore: “Be careful for nothing; but in
every thing by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving
let your requests be made known unto God. And the peace
of God, which passeth all understanding, shall keep your
hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.” Philippians 4:6.
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We are not fighting for victory in our own strength but
fighting the fight of faith from the victory that has already
been achieved by the Lord Jesus: “Therefore it is of faith,
that it might be by grace” Romans 4:13.
And though this world, with demons filled,
Should threaten to undo us,
We will not fear, for God hath willed
His truth to triumph through us:
The Prince of Darkness grim - we tremble not for him;
His rage we can endure - for lo, his doom is sure,
One little word shall fell him!
~ Martin Luther
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Chapter ten

“Turn ye, turn ye”

“We all want progress, but if you're on the wrong road,
progress means doing an about-turn and walking back to
the right road; in that case, the man who turns back
soonest is the most progressive man.” C.S. Lewis.
A friend of mine, now with the Lord, was conducting a
service for soldiers immediately before embarkation on
the perilous mission of ‘D Day’. Many of those noble
warriors would never return to home and family.
- 49 -

My friend questioned: “Can any of you fellows explain
the meaning of the word repentance?” After a moment or
two of silence, a soldier stood to his feet and said, “Sir, I
can’t explain it, but I can demonstrate it.” Whereupon he
began to march to the front and shouted, “Halt!”
“Attention!” “About turn!” Then his army boots clicked
on the wooden floor as he swung around shouting:
“Forward march!” Followed by an erect determined
march in the opposite direction, he rightfully exclaimed:
“Sir!” “That is repentance!”
“The distinguishing favors of God to us, if they do not
serve to restrain us from sin, they shall not serve to exempt
us from punishment.” Matthew Henry.
Most of us are sorry for our wayward thoughts, our hasty
words and our unkind deeds, but to be ‘sorry’ is not
enough. God has made a provision for each of us to
‘About Turn’! As has been wisely said: “It is
determination and not desire that controls destiny.”
However, such determination is not a resolve to do better
next time as this would become a matter of law ultimately
destined to failure. But repentance is based on love. When
I repent in response to the love of God, then it involves
my faith. The Bible clearly says: “By His Spirit He
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worketh in you both to will [a desire to do] and do [a
power to perform]. Philippians 2:13.
Yes, as the Holy Spirit, in this way, softens my heart by
the power of the indwelling Christ, true repentance will
produce within me a changed life.
We were just completing a long car journey in which we
carefully kept to the varying speed limits over vast
stretches of countryside and populated areas. As night fell,
it was very rainy, but I still attempted to keep within the
speed limits even though trucks and cars streaked passed
me at a much higher speed and splashed mud all over our
car! So, I followed their example and pulled over into the
center lane, only to notice a blue flashing police light in
my rearview mirror!
“But officer,” I protested. “I was only copying what other
cars were doing.” But my plea was to no avail. “Sir, we
have come a long way together on this journey and we
tried to strictly observe the rules of the road all the way.”
This was to no avail either. Pulling out his notebook, the
officer issued me with a heavy fine. Similarly, no matter
what others—even Christian friends—may be doing or
even if I have tried to do the right thing all my life, sin
deserves punishment. The Bible says, “For whosoever
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shall keep the whole law, and yet fail in one point, he is
guilty of all” James 2:10.
A guilt complex is not our problem, but real guilt is!
Repentance is a vital and an essential part of faith. Such
faith is not what I believe, but Whom I believe: “For I
know Whom I have believed, and am persuaded that He is
able to keep that which I have committed unto Him
against that day” 2 Timothy 1:12.
As the Apostle Paul, said: “I kept back nothing that was
profitable unto you, but have shewed you, and have taught
you publicly . . . testifying both to the Jews, and also to the
Greeks, repentance toward God, and faith toward our
Lord Jesus Christ.” Acts 20:20-21.
Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Fill me with life anew,
That I may love what Thou dost love,
And do what Thou wouldst do.
Breathe on me, Breath of God,
Until my heart is pure,
Until with Thee I will one will,
To do and to endure.
~Edwin Hatch.
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Chapter eleven

"Hear and Warn"

The geopolitical, military and economic events of the day
could be depressing for the person who sees no further
than current events. But for the believing born-again
Christian, they herald the fact that, “the coming of the Lord
draweth nigh” James 5:8.
It was at a time of national crisis that the Prophet Isaiah
wrote: “I have set a watchman upon thy walls, O
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Jerusalem, which shall never hold their peace day nor
night: ye that make mention of the Lord, keep not silence”
Isaiah 62:6. We also read in Ezekiel, of a ‘watchman’ and of
his assigned position. He was to be “a man of their
borders” (Ezekiel 33.2) and was given a specific message to
proclaim.
The late Arnold J. Toynbee, the highly esteemed
philosopher of history, spoke of a ‘creative minority’. He
said that such people had learned the secret of withdrawal
and return. Withdrawing from the contemporary thought
and behavior patterns in their culture, they would break
through what Toynbee called, ‘the cake of custom’. In so
doing, they would engage in original thinking before
returning with a vortex of creative thought which would
lift a whole civilization to a new level.
When God assigned a ‘watchman’ to be, “a man of their
borders,” He positioned the watchman to where he would
see approaching armies before they arrived. From there he
would blow the trumpet to warn his fellow citizens. “Son
of man, I have made thee a watchman unto the house of
Israel: therefore hear the word of My mouth, and give
them warning from Me” Ezekiel 3:17.
Today, there are a cacophony of voices that fill the
airwaves, the political arena and the churches. However,
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only the voice of the Living God through an open Bible
should be our priority! He not only assigns our position
but He clarifies the message to be given. Every believer is
to ‘blow the trumpet of warning,’ to their own family and
friends. And we are warned that their blood will be
required at our hands! Ezekiel 33:9. What an awesome
responsibility we each have!
We need to have the same compassion for the lost as was
expressed by our Lord: “Say unto them, as I live, saith the
Lord God, I have no pleasure in the death of the wicked”
Ezekiel 33:11. This commission continues:
Announce the presence of sin: Although unpopular, this
message of inbred sin, penetrates the innermost need of
the human soul: “O wicked man” Isaiah 33:11. This is our
God-given assignment and it reaches the very heart of all
problems. So whether we are witnessing to a comfortable,
respectable professing Christian, or to a drug or alcohol
derelict, the message is the same: “All have sinned, and
come short of the glory of God” Romans 3:23.
Denounce the practice of sin: This is the missing note in
much gospel preaching and teaching today! As Ezekiel
urged: “Turn ye, turn ye from your wicked ways” Ezekiel
33:11. The person who, with a broken heart has
experienced ‘godly sorrow’ and turned from their sin to
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God, is qualified to urge others to do the same: “turn ye
even to Me with all your heart” Joel 2:12.
Pronounce the punishment of sin: “For why will ye die”
Ezekiel 33:11. Do we really believe that people we daily
meet, who do not know the Lord, will ‘die eternally’—yet
never be dead? By fervent intercession, and persuasive
love, let us witness: “Knowing therefore the terror of the
Lord, we persuade men” 2 Corinthians 5:11.
With ‘Biblical Reality’, persuasion is not me exerting my
will over another, but exhorting the other, to exercise their
own will and respond to the Savior’s love and receive the
Lord Jesus Christ!
My gracious Master and my God,
Assist me to proclaim,
To spread through all the earth abroad
The honors of Thy name.
~Charles Wesley.
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Other books by Richard A Bennett
“Your Quest for God” is much sought after in
multiple languages both for personal help and
as a tool for personal witness.

“Food for Faith” is a biblical manual written to
help you digest the Word of God from your hand
- to your head - to your heart!

“Inside the Soul” presents a biblical evaluation
of what God knows about us and our basic
defaults. It takes the reader from fear, to faith,
to glory as we "Go for Gold"!

“The Love of God” - True ‘love’ can only be
experienced through us as, “The Love of God is
shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Spirit
which is given unto us.”

“By My Spirit” “If the passion of your life is
Christ expression, then the Holy Spirit will
ensure that others will see the lovely Lord
Jesus in you and the overflow will hide you.”
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“Light and Glory” What in the world is going
to happen next? This fast-moving book brings
us to the triumph of the closing chapter, “Light
and Glory Forever.”

“Revival Now?” We encourage you to join us
in prayer for a visitation of God resulting in
genuine revival at this climactic time.
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